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Case Scenario 



Minor Ischemic Stroke 
NIHSS ≤ 5





Minor Ischemic Stroke 
NIHSS ≤ 5







PRISMS 2018

NIHSS ≤ 5 
No Stat Diff 
Increase sICH



Viele et al JAMA 2016 
Guyatt et al BMJ 2012 
Tyson et al Trials 2016

Lack of Power



In adults with MIS, 
does IVT improve 
functional outcomes 
compared with 
non‑thrombolytic 
standard care? 



Doheim et al Neurology 2025 
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Adults 
NIHSS ≤ 5 

<12 hr 
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IV 
Lytics

Comparison Outcome

Good Neuro 
(mRS 0-1) 
mRS 0-2

Mortality


ICH

I
Non-Lytics 
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“IVT does not confer improved 
functional outcomes among 
patients with minor strokes 
and can be associated with 

higher odds of sICH and 
mortality”.                          

Dr. Mohamed F Doheim



www.CEBM.net 

http://www.CEBM.net


Four RCTs 
N = 3,364 

Age ~56 to 80 Baseline 
NIHSS medians ~2 to 4 

                         



IV Lysis Not 
Superior To 
Non-Lysis

Increase Odds 
sICH 

Mortality

Key 
Results



Primary Outcome:
• mRS 0-1: OR 0.85 (95% CI 0.70–1.03)

Secondary Outcomes: 
• mRS 0–2 at ~90 days: Worse IVT
• sICH: Increased IVT 
• Any ICH: Increased IVT
• 90‑day Mortality: Increased IVT
• Recurrent Stroke: No Stat Diff



Talk Nerdy To Me



Sausage Machine



Rural Stroke Application



Ya Can’t Fix Asymptomatic. 
But you can make it worse!



Not All Minor Strokes are Minor





SGEM Bottom Line

For minor, nondisabling 
ischemic stroke, IV 

thrombolysis has no proven 
functional benefit & increases 

sICH & mortality compared 
with non-thrombolytic care.



Case Resolution 



Clinical Application



What Do I Tell 
Patients?



Keener Contest

Dr. Cindy Bitter



Remember to be 
skeptical of anything 
you learn, even if you 

heard it on the 
Skeptics’ Guide to 

Emergency Medicine.


