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An Old Fashioned Doctor
“The more senior the colleague. The eminent 
physician with the white hair and balding 
patch are called the “halo” effect. They place 
less importance on the need for anything as 
mundane as evidence. Experience, it seems, is 
worth any amount of  evidence. These 
colleagues have a touching faith in clinical 
experience, which has been defined as ‘‘making 
the same mistakes with increasing confidence 
over an impressive number of  years.”

Isaacs and Fitzgerald: BMJ 1999
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1.Time with Patients

Is it because old-fashioned doctors 
spend whatever time it takes to 
obtain a good medical history and 
physical examination?
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8.Natural History of Disease

Is it because old-fashioned doctors 
understand that patients often get 
well despite what we do, not as a 
result of  what we do?
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Appeal to Tradition

When it is assumed that something 
is better or correct simply because it 
is older or has traditionally been 
done a that way. 



argumentum ad novitatem 

Claiming that something that is 
new or modern is superior to the 
status quo, based exclusively on its 
newness.



Team Patient
Not old-fashioned or new-fashioned



Some Things Are Timeless:
Providing the best care, based on the best evidence 

with kindness


