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Case:

» /8y0 man with
multiple complaints
» Why here”?

» Geriatrogram

» Could it be ACS?







Question:

What Is the frequency of
ACS In elderly patients
presenting to the ED with
nonspecific complaints
and what is the utility of
troponin testing In this
population?
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> 64 yo Non-Specific Complaints

Troponin Testing

None

Five Outcomes of Interest
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Conclusions:




Dr. Worster

Table 2. Description of methods criteria.*

Method Criterion Method Criterion Description

1. Abstractors training Were the abstractors trained before
the data collection?

2. Case selection criteria Were the inclusion and exclusion
criteria for case selection defined?

. Variable definition Were the variables defined?

. Abstraction forms Did the abstractors use data
abstraction forms?

5. Performance monitored Was the abstractors’ performance

~ W

monitored?

6. Blind to hypothesis Were the abstractors aware of the
hypothesis/study objectives?

7. IRR mentioned Was the interobserver reliability
discussed?

8. IRR tested Was the interobserver reliability

tested or measured?
9. Medical record identified Was the medical record database
identified or described?

10. Sampling method Was the method of sampling
described?
11. Missing-data Was the statistical management of
management plan missing data described?
12. Institutional review Was the study approved by the
board approval institutional or ethics review board?|

IRR, Interrater reliability.
*Method criteria 1 to 8 from Gilbert et al.®
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* 69% (412/594) got a troponin
» 13% (52/412) were elevated
* 1% (5/412) Dx with ACS
* NPV 100% and PPV 6%
» Most were false positives
(ex dehydration, HF and AF)
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1. Non- Sp‘clflc

2. Chief Complaint

3. Retro Charting

4. Define ACS
-95. Single Troponin
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SGEM Bottom Line:

In this retrospective
study of elderly patients
presenting to the ED with
nonspecific complaints,

the diagnosis of ACS
was rare, and troponin
testing had limited value.
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Remember to be
skeptical of anything
you learn, even If you

heard it on the

Skeptics’ Guide to
Emergency Medicine.




